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establish an assembly to control the destinies of
France, and one in which so much preponderance
had been given to the popular party, at a distance
of four leagues from the capital, which was a centre
of intrigue and corruption, and crowded with a pop-
ulace excitable and open to bribery."

The lot was thrown. These States-General which
had been so long awaited, which were regarded as an
instrument of salvation, as a universal panacea, were
about to meet. The first session was appointed for
May 5, 1789.

A great religious ceremony opened in peace the
era of tempests. There was a solemn procession
which took place the evening before the day the
Assembly was to be opened, to pray for the blessings
of God upon their work. The throne and the altar,
before being overthrown, arrayed themselves in ma-
jestic pomp, and the ancient monarchy, which was
doomed to perish by one concession after another,
appeared once more with the prestige and ceremony
of its venerable glory.

This flame, which was so near extinction, was scat-
tering its final rays, lighting the horizon like a set-
ting sun, and the same people who were about to
utter cries of fury and vile blasphemies against their
God and their King, still sang canticles, and walked
piously in a procession. On that day Robespierre
himself carried a candle.

There is now in the palace of Versailles a hall
called the Hall of the States-General, and is so called